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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the president in office during the majority of the 1930s.  He is the only president to serve a full three terms, and the only person to be elected for four terms.  Unfortunately, he died April 12, 1945.  But during his twelve years in the White House, he implemented many amazing programs.  One of these programs was the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).  


The CCC was a work program created by FDR to put the young men of America back to work.  Roosevelt wanted to reconnect young men and the land in order to save them.  Instead of sending men to war with other countries, he wanted the unemployed men of America to help battle erosion of the land and protect the natural resources in the United States.  


Roosevelt believed that if the people planted trees they would help the land heal.  His plan was accredited to the renewal of our nation’s forests.  The CCC also known as Roosevelt’s Tree Army planted approximately three billion trees during 1933 to 1942.  


In the novel Out of the Dust, Billie Jo discussed how President Roosevelt wanted the people to plant trees.  But Billie Jo had her doubts.  She stated that Mr. Roosevelt did not understand that trees did not belong on the prairies.  They were not meant to grow where the water no longer flowed readily and rain rarely fell.  


According to the United States History Website, the CCC performed many duties including the following:

· Erected 3,470 fire towers

· Built 97,000 miles of fire roads

· Fought fires 

· Protected wildlife habitats 

· Fought against flooding in Ohio and the Mississippi Valleys

· Built parks in the forest
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